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tion is accorded to the great body of the members in
their several Colleges.
And it is matter of much regret to your Memorialists,

that no indication of any intention to carry this into
effect appears in the scheme emanating from a Con.
ference of the Corporate Institutions; but, on the
contrary, that further arbitrary powers are to be con.
ferred on the College of Surgeons, and its members to
be dissociated from that College, in which they have
acquired their diploma and title.
Your Memorialists would fain hope, that in legislating

on this subject a wise government would not withhold
from a body of educated men, in their respective
Colleges, that boon which in Municipal Institutions
has been accorded to every rate-paper in the kingdom.
Your Memorialists tonsider the institution of a new

College of General Practitioners as a great public and
professional calamity,-uncalled for in a Profession
wherein the most crving evil has always been the
unnecessary multiplication of Institutions, and the
diversitv of their several qualifications; but when it
is proposed, by the establishment of such new College,
to perpetuate grades and distinctions which have no
existence in reality;-to confirm the monopoly and
injustice of the older Institutions, and to allow them
to repudiate their proper members, in order that they
may become tenant occupiers of a College possessing
neither a Medical nor Surgical title;-yourMemorialists
cannot but look upon such a scheme as pregnant with
future evil, if not degradation, to the profession, and
they sincerely trust vou will not sanction the establish-
ment of any such ambiguous Institution.

Your Memorialists may state with confidence, as the
universal sentiment of the profession, confirmed by a
host of most respectable evidence adduced before the
Medical Registration Committee, and previously before
the Education Committee of 1834, that no scheme of
Medical Reform can be effectual or permanent, unless
it provide for the efficiency and respectabilitv of the
whole profession, by securing for all the adoption of
one uniform standard of education, combined with
such examinations as shall be a fair test of qualification
in each of those sciences, a knowledge of which may
be considered necessary to the formation of a competeut
Medical and Surgical Practitioner.
Now your Memorialists would observe, that the

scheme of the Conference comprises no such uniformitv
of education, but, whilst it stringently provides for the
lowest grade being instructed equally in medicine and
surgery, would permanently establish, if sanctioned by
the legislature, the practical absurdity (as has been well
pointed out in the memorial from Manchester) of the
Fellow of the College of Surgeons being authorized,
without any MEDICAL examination whever, not only to
practice every department, but further to do so with
the prestige of superior rank; and would, in like
manner, leave the Fellows and Associates ofthe College
of Physicians devoid of any test of their having
obtained a knowledge of the principles of surgery.
Your Memorialists therefore earnestly entreat you

to counteract so gross an anomaly, by providing, in any
Bill to be introdaced into Parliament, such a modifica-
tion of the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons, as
shall insure that all their members, of whatever grade
they may be, shall undergo, in the first instance, ajoint
and uniform test of their qualificadon to practice both

in medicine and surgery; and your Memorialists con-
sider such an arrangement not less requisite for the
well-being and harmony of the profession, than for the
safety of the public.
As another advantage of such uniformity of educa-

tion, your Memorialists would point with pleasure to
the facility which it will afford for a simple and
effectual plan of registration; nor bave your Memo-
rialists any objection to the division of labour, and
the consequent partition of the profession into the two
classes of phvsician and surgeon, or again, of each of
these into a higher and lesser grade; but other titles
and designations, moro particularlv ff necessitating or
leading to the formation of a new college, whereby
future practitioners are to be alienated from the time-
honoured institutions of their ancestors, would, in the
estimation of your Memorialists, not only be superfluous
and uncalled for, but positively injurious.
Your Memorialists, in conclusion, are extremely

anxious that no scheme, having for its object furtber
monopoly or aggrandizement on the part of the Corpo-
rate Bodies, should obtaini vour approval or conicur-
rence; but that the just requirements of the profession
and the public should be embodied in a liberal and
comprehensive measure of Medical Reform, based on
the principles of

"Representation" for the members in their several
colleges;

"Uniformity of education;" and
"1 Assimilation of qualification"

for like degrees and titles throughout the kingdom.
Such a measure, your Memorialists conceive, would
be beneficial to the public, and satisfactory to the-
profession.

HENRY JOHNSON, M.D., Shrewsbury,
Presidentof the Shropshire and North WalesAssociationu.
May, 1849.

CONVENTION OF POOR LAW MEDICAL
OFFICERS.

TO THE EDITOR OF THE PROVINCIAL MEDICAL AND-

SURGICAL JOURNAL.

SIR,-I am desired by the Committee to request
the favour of your publishing in the next number of
the Provincial Medical and Surgical Journal, the
Report of the interview with the President of the
Poor-Law Board and a Deputation from the Com.
mittee, on the subject of Poor-Law Medical Relief.

I am, Sir, your most obedient servant,
HERBERT WILLIAMS,

Assistant Secretary..
4, Hanover Square, June 5, 1849.

A deputation from the Committee, consisting of
Dr. Hodgkin, Chairman, Dr. Bamett, Mr. Vallance of
Stratford, Mr. Ebsworth of Bulwell, Mr. Ross, Mr..
Mitchell, Mr. Porter, Mr. Peter Martin of Reigs,e, Mr.
White and Mr. Lord, the Hon. Secretary, was received
on Thursday, the 24th inst., by the President of the-
Poor.Law Board, at Somenot House.

Dr. Hodgkin being absent on the entrance of the-
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deputation, the business was entered upon by Mr.
Vallance, who begged that the case migbt be judged of,
not by his feeble advocacy, but its inherent strength and
justice, adding, that although he had personally little
or nothing to complain of, his own Board having acted
with something like liberality and fairness, he was
induced to join the deputation from a thorough con-
viction and long knowledge of the just claims of the
medical officers. After dwelling upon their very
insufficient miscalled remuneration, which varied from
2d. to 14s. 4d. per case, and shewing that the cost
of drugs alone, as stated by Dr. Rigsbv and Mr. Farre,
-is 2s. lid., in dispensaries, and 3s. 7d. per case in
hospitals, he asked, could it ever be pretended that the
medical man was paid by 2s. 6d., the country average,
for attendances and medicines He would not insult
the judgment of Mr. Baines by arguing the point. It
was conceded by the resolution of the House of
Commons in 1838, recommending a considerable in-
crease, also by the feeling of the House in 1844. Lord
Ashley strongly and truly expressed the opinion, that
the medical officers could not properly perform their
duties unless they received an income suitable to the
magnitude of those duties-that they ought to be able
to occupy the position that belonged to them as edu-
cated men, entrusted with great, indeed fearful, respon-
sibilities. Mr. Vallance next urged the importance of
making the appointments permaneut.-" quandiu se
bene gesserit"-and proved the fallacy and injustice of
treating the union surgeon as the only officer subject
to a precarious tenure of, or capricious dismissal from
office. He concluded a lucid statement by somewhat
adroitly, though respectfully, reminding the President,
.that in ancient times a potentate began his reign by
an exertion of mercy or of justice-that nothing would
better become his high position, or be more graceful,
than his yielding, in mercy to the sick poor, fair and
impartial justice to the claims of the medical officers.
All that the Committee seek may be comprised in-
payment proportioned to duties; permanence of ap-
pointment during good conduct; and, responsibility to
professional authority.
The President replied that nothing could be better

than the manner in which Mr. Vallance had stated the
case, and that he was very much obliged for the inform.
ation the deputation had placed before him. He was
perfectly aware of the hardships under which the
union surgeon laboured, and felt very desirous to have
them removed; he was himself a professional man, and
lad much sympathy with gentlemen so situated, and
wished to see them requited on a scale befitting their
-tation; His power, however, had been much overrated;
he was not absolute. He had been informed that MIr.
Duller, in considering the question, found difficulties
increased upon him as he proceeded. An extension
of the power of the commission, to enable It to carry out
such measures as the deputation sought, could only
come through Parliament. That in Parliament many
of the members were ex-offico guardiaus, watching
every proposed change with attention, while from local
knowledge in their own districts, they were able to
speak to facts, and took an interest in the proceedings
of the Boards of Guardians.

Mr. Vallance reminded the President that in the
Report of Lord Ashley's Committee, he would find it
stated (he thought by Mr. Lewis,) Poor-law that the

Commissioners had now the power to declare all
medical appointments permanent.

Mr. Lord said that he knew the President dwelt
very much upon a power for giving redress which was
in the hands of the guardians. A member of Parlia-
ment who had been imbued with these views remarked
to him, that it appeared to him that this power, un-
checked by the Commissioners, ought in all cases to be
an adequate remedy, " if the Guardians act fairly and
reasonably." The deputation particularly desire to
impress upon the mind of Mr. Baines, the fact that the
Poor-law Medical Staff, from long and painful expe-
rience, have lost all reliance upon those bodies acting
in that way. The ex-officio Guardians, the clergy, and
the more intelligent members of local boards, were,
equally with the Poor-law Commissioner, disposed to act
with considerate liberality towards the medlcal officers,
but who were defeated from time to time in their en-
deavour to do so, by the farmers and tradesmen, who
too often carry out their merely commercial views, and
combine to keep down the salaries on the single, though
short sighted principle of keeping down the rates. To
so great an extent is this often carried, that the very
orders of the Commissioners are frequently opposed or
set at nought. In illustration of these points, he read
extracts from public documents and letters, which'had
been received by the Committee from persons of the
highest respectability. The Committee,therefore, feeling
sLrongly the importance of awakening attention, in the
House of Commons, to the false system on which the
Poor-law medical relief is based, prepared forms of
petitions to be returned from numerous parts of the
kingdom, many of which had already been presented,
and more had been received for that purpose. The
clergy and magistrates in many instances had taken
part with them, as the followfng extract from a letter
which had been received from Mr. Cowley of Winslow.,
testifies:-" I have, (states that gentleman) drawn out
a general petition, and obtained the signatures of
nearly all the magistrates, and most of the clergy
resident in the union, and have no doubt shall have
the name of every one. They all express much
sympathy with medical officers of unions, and surprise
that similar petitions are not adopted in every union."
The President here observed, that such efforts,

carrying with them the manifest co.operation of other
classes than the medical officers, would be likely to
have considerable weight with the Legislature.
Mr. Lord rejoined that the Committee had done

much, and would yet do more, to draw public atten-
tion to the subject, and to cause the public at large
to know how utterly inadequate was the pay for the
public advantage conferred through the services of the
3000 gentlemen composing the Poor-Law Medical Staff.
The powerful writer in The Times, under the signature of
" S. G. O.," had so given his aid in furtherance of the
claims of the sick poor, and those of the union sur-
geons. Through these various modes of exciting
interest and diffusing information, the Committee hope
to exert an influence in the House of Commons, which
at least might strengthen the President, bo as to enable
him to carry into operation such measures as he
believes to be right.

Mr. Baines inquired if the Committee were unani-
mous in approving the proposed plan of medical relief
appended to the memorial to Sir George Grey;

I
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observing, that it was a matter of great pleasure to
notice how well the medical men generally performed
the arduous duties of their engagements, and how very
few complaints against them reached that office.
Respecting the salaries, a great additional difficulty
arose from the readiness with which medical gentlemen
accepted the appointments.
Mr. Vallance having explained the vigilance of self-

protection, which induced men of character and
capability to take office under the Poor-Law, the
President added, that he was quite aware of the motives,
irrespective of the pay, which induced many gentle-
men to fill these offices, and that though such were not
fair arguments against their complaints, they gave a
pretext to some for not interfering with the present
system.
Mr. Peter Martin said, that unfortunately, it was

only a section of the entire body of the profession who
were tbus exposed to the hardships complained of;
were the profession generally direct sufferers, there
would be ipore chance of co.operation to resist or
prevent an injurious competition.

Mr. Ebswortb, of Bulwell, reminded the President of
the immense and wide inequality between the payments
made to union medical officers, the difference being
observed even amongst the members of the deputation
themselves. The Poor-Law Commissioners sanction
the salary of £100 for duties performed in one union
workhouse of less size, with inmates, and attached to
a far less number of parishes, whilst in his own case
he received £45. How did this inequality arise ! On
wbat principle of justice could it be upheld l Did
medical officers know beforehand the duties they
would have to perform, for the salaries advertised,
none would have the hardihood to accept office on the
terms. This deputation was of opinion that Mr.
Baines, as President, had the power, at least to alter
the anomaly of the present medical regulations. It
was not equitable that the paupers of one district
should be provided with a worse-paid medical officer
to attend them in their sickness, nor could it be sup.
posed that the diseases of one county required a more
expensive class of medicines than another. If the
President would look into the circumstances of each
union, and learn the nature and extent of the duties
of eacb individual medical officer, and found thereon a
scale of remuneration somewhat approaching to the
recommendation of the Poor-Law board itself, the
hardships complained-of would soon cease. We com-
plain of inadequate salaries and burdensome duties;
where other relief is refused, medical assistance is
granted; in case of a family being sick from destite.
tion, the head of it having struck for wages, medical
orders are granted ad libitum, although the law inf
such instances disqualifies them for receiving general
relief. The difficulty in obtaining orders for extras
is generally proportionate to the laxity with which
sick ones are distributed. All and every xcomplaint
made by ua might easily be done away with, by the
President saying-" By such and such standard shall
the remuneration of the medical officer be gauged; I
will tolerate no appointment in which an inadequate
payment must fail to secure good attention to the
poor and good medicaments in their diseases."
The Presidenit remarked, that the question of finance

was the grand difficulty; throughout the country, the

demands upon the poor.rates had been lately increasing,
and he feared that any fresh one made just now would
be met from all quarters with opposition. He had no
reason to think that any mode of administering medical
relief, except as now, through the Boards of Guardians,
would be acceptable to the country in general. The
plan suggested, of placing the entire cost of medical
relief on the consolidated fund was one which Sir
George Grey might deal witb. In legislating on these
matters, no minister or officer of the Crown could
begin to form de novo, or write, as it were, on a tableaw
rase, but with such means and systems as were estab-
lished and much entwined with the feelings and habits
of the country.

Mr. Vallance informed the President, that at the
interview at the Home Office, last year, Sir George
Grey admitted that the money question was secondary to
that of procuring efficient medical aid for the sick poor ;
at the same time he referred the Committee to the
then President of the Poor-Law board-the late Mr.
Charles Buller.
Mr. Ross, although holding no appointment under

the Poor-Law Commission, but acting as amicus curiae,
wished to interpose a few remarks. The deputation
had believed that the Poor-Law Board exercised a
power almost autocratical in the administration of the
laws for the relief of the poor, but it now appeared
otherwise; and they were given to understand that it
was the Boards of Guardians who exerted this arbitrary
power, and who were best able to redress the grievances
under which the union surgeons laboured. This was,
in fact, the point of complaint; it was because the
Boards of Guardians had the power, that those evils
under which the medical officers were smarting pre-
vailed, and it was to alter this system that the Poor-
Law Convention was established. The entire scope
of the resolutions agreed to by the Committee, and
cited in their memorial to Sir George Grey, went to
this effect. These resolutions sought for payment of
salaries out of the consolidated fund, in order to obviate
the grinding parsimony of local boards; and they
desired the establishment of a district medical staff,
with the view of removing the medical officer from the
jurisdiction of boards frequently composed of persons
who were utterly incompetent, by habits of thought
and feeling, education, and pursuits, to form a correct
judgment on the conduct of their medical officers.
Many cases might be cited to prove the injustice of
Boards of Guardians towards their medical officers,
and of the apparent powerlessness of the Poor-Law
Board to redress the wroVgs the medical officers
are thus obliged to suffer. They are indeed sacrificed
between two rival jurisdictions. The Huddersfield
case is an evidence of this deplorable state of
things. Among other subjects of complaint, Mr,
Tatham, the medical officer, applied for remunera-
tion for attendance on a fever hospital established in
Huddersfield during the prevalence of fever in that
neighbourhood. He had been appointed to the medical
duties by a portion of tht Board of Guardians, who had
acquainted the Board, at one of their meetings, of the
arrangement that had been made, which the Board
acquiesced in, but neglected to enter it on their minutes.
The Board refused payment for these extra services.
Mlr. Tatham applied for redress to the Commissioners,
who recommended the Guardians to grant the required
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remuneration, on the ground that it was inequitable to
expect Mr. Tatham to perform the duties of surgeon to
the fever hospital under his contract. The Guardians
obstinately refused to act on this recommendation, as
also upon other arrangements advised by the Commis-
sioners; and the result was, that the Commissioners
themselves suggested to Mr. Tatham the advisability of
bringing an action-at-law against the Board of Guar-
dians. This was done; and at the trial the Board of
Guardians pleaded their own neglect of duty in not
entering the appointment of Mr. Tatham on their
minutes, as an answer to his claim. Judge Alderson,
in indignation, said that the behaviour of the Guardians
was a disgrace to the township; and if he were an
inhabitant, he would commence a subscription forthwith;
to compensate Mr. Tatham for the losses he had sus-
tained. In this case, either from prudential or legal
difficulties, the central Board could take no stronger
step, in a cause which he knew to be just, than advise
a trial at law. With respect to payment for medical
service from the consolidated fund, that was the recom-
mendation in the resolution of the Committee, wbich, if
it could be carried out, would, he believed, be the
simplest and best plan for adoption. It had not been
agreed to without careful deliberation. Other plans
had, however, been adverted to, and he therefore might
be at liberty to suggest that, supposing the Government
should deem it impracticable, at the present time, to,
alter the existing system in such a radical manner as
this resolution proposed, but still resolved that the
payments should be made from the local funds, the
remuneration for medical service in such case might be
afforded by a uniform rate per cent. being struck, by
'order of the Commissioners, upon the gross amount of
rates raised in each union for general relief, exclusive
of the establishment and incidental charges. The
gross amount of rates are a standard of the poverty of
a district, and the number of claimants-the number of
claimants of the liability of the medical officer. Sub.
ordinate arrangements might be made to equalize
perfectly the remuneration, in a ratio to labour, for the
several medical officers of each union He believed
the Poor-Law Board had full power to enforce such an
order. Mr. Ross, however, stated this to be a private
view of the matter, and pressed the resolution of the
Committee.

In answer to a question by Mr. Baines, relative to
the power of appointing the medical officer on the
assumption of payment of salaries out of the consoli-
-dated fund,

Mr. Ross stated, tl*t it was contemplated to grant
this power to -the local authorities, by whicb the
objectfon o fgiving undue patronage to a Central Board
would be avoided, at the same time that the Boards,
having the right of electing, in their judgment, the
best man as medical officer, should have no power of
unfairly reducing his salary. He himself was daily
becoming more convinced that the present system was
based on a false principle, and that medical relief
alould be entirely separated from general relief, and
treated as a distinct subject for legislation. Medical
relief now constitutes a kind of right for general
relief, and Boards of Guardians and relieving officers
often refuse the one to avoid the liability of the other,
thus inflicting a cruel injury on the poor, and throwing
the odium of their own misdeeds on their medical

officer. Poverty is created by society itself, and is not
generally so urgent as to prohibit the exercise of a
discretionary power in the grant of relief; bodily suf-
fering is a visitation from God, or an accidentof nature,
sudden, inevitable, imperative. The same machinery
cannot be applied to circumstances so widely different
in their nature, and he believed that the Poor-laws
would never work satisfactorily until this separation
was made.

After some further conversation, in which Dr.
Hodgkin and others took part,
Mr. Baines stated, at the conclusion of the inter-

view, that he was obliged for the opportunity which
had been afforded him of gaining information and
hearing statements, some of which were new to h'im,
that being himself new in office, be could not speak
positively as to the extent of his present authority. He
again assured the deputation that he was quite pre-
pared to view the position of the medical officers as
one calling for relief, and this, rather as a matter of
justice than mercy, '(alluding to Mr. Vallance's con-
cluding remarks,) he should feel it a duty to afford
according to his power.
Mr. Mitchell, before the deputation retired, put into

the hands of the President a paper, which stated, that
in November last, when the cholera was absolutely
existing, together with other epidemic diseases, in the
parish of Lambeth, a conjoint application of sevea of
the district medical officers had been made to the Board
of Guardians, requesting, in the emergency, additional
assistance, or means to procure it, to enable them
more satisfactorily to perform their onerous duties;
that, upon the refusal of the Board to comply with
this prayer, a memorial, supporting its object, was
presented to the Board of Guardians, signed by nearly
all the respectable medical men of the parish, most of
the clergy, many of the respectable inhabitsnts,' and
even some of the magistrates, which, although pro-
ductive of no immediate benefit to the medical officers,
clearly shows that growing sympathy with the greatly
oppressed Poor-law Medical Staff is being felt by the
medical profession generally,and among the respectable
orders of society, through whose combined influence it
may be hoped that, eventually, important and salutary
changes may be effected in the existing laws.

AVmenraI Uttro0pemt.

MEDICINE.

HYDROPHOBIA SPONTANEA.

Such is the appellation bestowed by Dr. Mombert
upon a case recently published by him, of a most
interesting character in its details, though unforta-
nately imperfect, from the absence of a post-mortem
examination.

Dr. Mombert was sent for early on tho morning of
the 24th July, to see a lad, aged 12, who bad been
indisposed for a day or two before, apparently from
having become chilled while bot. He found him with
a slow and feeble pulse, pain in the head, contracted
pupils, and difficulty of deglutition; his secretions,
tongue, and skin, being in a normal condition. While
quickly talking, he suddenly started from the arms of


